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Armed conflicts and humanitarian crises remain one of the most
important challenges in today’s world. Political and security in-
stability continues to affect various regions, as demonstrated by
the several unresolved crises in the Middle East. Such conflicts
are a serious obstacle to human development and democracy. At
the same time, international efforts in the field of conflict pre-
vention have been both inconsistent and largely ineffective. In
addition, new global actors and regional players are increasing-
ly being asked to contribute to managing crises. However, past
experiences of intervention have not always been encouraging,
although intervention itself will continue to be essential as the
cases of both Darfur and Lebanon seem to demonstrate. This, in
turn, raises questions about the legitimacy, the necessity and the
very practicability of the use of force to uphold international law
in helping to resolve ongoing conflicts. In this context, a case
study on ‘The international community and the issue of refugees
in the Middle East’ will also be examined.
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Future assumptions about development will have to balance the
struggle to end poverty, protecting human rights and ensuring
economic development. Getting this balance right should help to
“humanise” globalisation, placing the focus of globalisation as
much on people as on economic statistics. This in turn should help
convince more people in developing countries that globalisation
is in their interest. The issue of poverty has been at the centre
of a number of major international gatherings and high on the
agenda of the G8. But many regions of the world continue to face
increasing poverty-related hardships. While the Millennium Ob-
jectives established in the UN framework remain valid for all par-
ties concerned, it is an open secret that these will not be achieved
by the agreed deadlines. There is also a growing agreement that
the past models of development based on the so-called Washing-
ton Consensus do not provide an answer to the aforementioned
problems. While the “Monterrey Consensus” can be seen as a first
step in trying to find new answers, there is still no international
agreement in relation to the establishment of new development
modell(s), as well as on the full implementation of a knowledge-
based society and on the potential role to be played by influential
transnational actors in shaping human development.

In this context, a case study on “Success stories in Africa -
Enabling factors and key steps” will also be examined
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The economic, political and social effects of globalisation can be
uneven, and international organisations have difficulties dealing
with a number of these issues. The experience of the EU and simi-
lar regional organisations suggests that regionalism — or ‘glo-
calisation” — should have a significant role to play in addressing
some of the challenges of globalisation, which are both local and
transnational at the same time. However, the current trend of re-
newing more traditional bilateral relationships is a challenge to
regional cooperation and needs to be examined. The future devel-
opment (or not) of regionalism could have serious implications for
global development and security — both hard and soft — that need
to be reconsidered. In this context, a case study on “The emerging
global powers in Asia and the experience of ASEAN” will also be
examined.
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Most governments worry about fuel prices, energy security and the
environment, and various studies have underlined the close link
between efforts to ensure energy security and those to mitigate
climate change. The EU predicts that by 2003 it will have to import
70 percent of its energy needs. Large developing countries such as
Brazil, China, India and South Africa face not only rapidly-grow-
ing energy demands; they also have to reduce their dependence on
fossil-fuels (thereby reducing emissions) while increasing their
use of renewables. More often than not, there is also a qualita-
tive difference between energy producers and consumers that also
entails a choice between multilateral engagements and national
interests. Simultaneously, nuclear power is emerging as a key part
of the energy debate, with all its civil-military implications.

In this context, a case study on ‘Multilateral Approaches to Energy
Security - The Example of Brazil’ will also be examined.
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20.00 Cocktail

20.30 Dinner
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09.00 » Morning coffee
09.30 - 11.00 » Round Table:

The EU in the World:

Views from the New Global Players

Chairman:
> Nicole Gnesotto, Former Director, EUISS
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11.00 » Coffee Break

11.15 - 11.45
Conclusions from the Working Groups

11.45 - 13.00 » Final Round Table:
Effective Multilateralism:
What are the Priorities?

Chairman:
> Alvaro de Vasconcelos, EUISS
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