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TUNISIA: A CHANCE FOR DEMOCRACY

economic performance and the constantly trumped

guarantor of security and a peaceful society, untainted

at the cost of indiscriminate repression. Resorting to

lawyers’ associations.

4.5% growth rate of recent years was, according to
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are also there, however: an extremely powerful and
militarised police force and armed militias intent on
creating a situation of chaos; the determination of the
ruling party, the RCD, to dominate the political process
in order to stay in power and to maintain control of 
the economy; and a ruling class that has grown
accustomed to excessive privileges and that will
cling to them at all cost. But Ben Ali’s RCD party are
mistaken if they think that they can rely on cosmetic

long years of authoritarian rule, and is unlikely to settle
for anything short of democracy; its organisations will

parties, furthermore, is essential to the success of any
democratic transition.

social revolt in Algeria and the demands for social
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