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on foreign soil, will undoubtedly have implications 
for the fledgling rapprochement between Poland 
and Russia. Russia and its leaders have expressed 
their sympathy; Prime Minister Putin rushed to the 
crash site where he met the Polish Prime Minister 
Donald Tusk, and he and President Medvedev 
both delivered moving addresses on Polish televi-
sion. In another goodwill gesture by the Russian 
government, the state-controlled Culture Channel 
screened for the second time this month Polish 

Director Andrzej Wajda’s latest work ‘Katyn’, a har-
rowing film that leaves no doubt about the Soviet 
role in the massacre and the ensuing cover-up. 
At a time of extraordinary grief, the Russians are 
mourning alongside the Poles. 

The 1940 Katyn massacre has represented an 
open wound in Polish-Russian relations for seven 
decades.  Today, Russia’s reaction to the second 
Katyn tragedy may help to mend it.       


