


European Union Institute for Security Studies2

dialogue with the EU for the purpose of developing 
common policies on these immediate neighbourhood 
issues.

Fortunately, the Irish ‘yes’ vote in the Lisbon Treaty 
referendum on 4 October has heralded the end of 
this ‘institutional stalemate’ and downturn phase in 
the process of European integration. The ratification 
of the Lisbon Reform Treaty could open new horizons 
for enlargement and revitalise the crucial linkage be-
tween deepening and widening policies of the EU. 
The positive climate in the transatlantic relationship 
also creates a more conducive environment for the 
US and Europe to work together on the creation of 
a multipolar multilateral system, channeling their joint 
efforts on tackling the problems of the volatile inter-
national system. Such changes in the European and 
international contexts open up new possibilities for 
the process of European integration to revitalise the 
EU’s role in the changing international system. Until 
now, the European integration process has been more 
‘inward-looking’, focusing on crucial problems in the 
European continent and on promoting peace, welfare 
and democratic inclusion. These were remarkable 
achievements, but it is now time for the EU to deepen 
its role in the international system through a more 
‘outward- looking’ phase focusing effectively on the 
problems of globalisation and conflicts in the interna-
tional system. There is an increasing need for effective 
multilateralism and the EU should direct its energies 
to the growing economic and political problems of the 
global system rather than being ‘introverted.’ A critical 
test for the EU in the present international context is 
posed by the regions neighbouring the EU. To be an 

effective and attractive model, the EU has to show that 
its model of multilateralism has more relevance for the 
regions around the Union. In brief, it should find ways 
to link its multilateralism to neighbouring regions and 
create ‘multilateral regionalism.’ There are two broad 
possibilities concerning these regions: either they will 
be immersed in major conflicts and ‘power-politics’ will 
predominate over them or they will be part of a stable 
multilateral system. What the EU does is extremely 
important in shaping these trajectories in its neigh-
bouring regions.

There are two options available for political actors in 
difficult times and crisis periods. Either they choose 
more shortsighted, nationalist and protectionist poli-
cies, which is one of the tendencies in Europe and 
could be characterised as a trend that might lead to 
the creation of a ‘Fortress Europe.’ Or political actors 
could choose an outward-directed, more inclusion-
ary orientation, taking more responsibility in dealing 
with regional and global problems, aiming to create 
a ‘Lighthouse Europe’ which would make the EU a 
beacon of stability and democratic values in our tur-
bulent international system. A transformed democratic 
Turkey within the framework of the accession process 
could contribute to the EU in meeting such challenges. 
The ambivalence in Turkey’s relationship with the EU 
does not help either Turkey or the EU. In the turbulent 
international system there is an increasing need for 
the EU and Turkey to bring their energies together on 
critical neighbourhood issues. I hope that the EU will 
choose the second path and meet the challenges of 
the present international system as it met the crucial 
challenges twenty years ago. 
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